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system, may directly influence the functions of the motor oculi nerve. The 
author directed attention to the rarity of these cases, as he had collected but 
five during a special and private practice of 23 years. He was inclined to think 
that, in syphilitic affection of the third nerve, the sheath of the trunk or fila¬ 
ments principally suffered ; as tumours, clots, and abscesses, would not so easily 
have yielded to treatment. In the instance where mydriasis had existed without 
ptosis, he suspected, with some ophthalmologists—especially with Mr. Wharton 
Jones—that the sympathetic twigs were mostly at fault. Mr. de M6ric declared 
himself a believer in the action of remedies in general, and mercury in particu¬ 
lar, although scepticism was, just now, in great favour. He had freely used 
mercury or iodide of potassium in these cases—according to the period to 
which the syphilitic diathesis had arrived—and was ready to advise the same 
line of treatment in analogous affections. The cases proved, moreover, that 
the third pair may be the seat of a pathological change, due to syphilis, 
whether the latter be recent or inveterate, or whether the symptoms be of a 
trifling or a very serious kind.— Brit. Med. Juurn., Nov. 6, 1869. 


MIDWIFERY. 

62. Uterine Hemorrhage after Labour .■—Dr. Barnes read before the Obste¬ 
trical Society of London, Nov. 3, 1869, a paper on this subject. He endea¬ 
voured to define the conditions on which arrest of hemorrhage after labour 
depended ; the action of the common remedies ; and the indications of particular 
remedies. The ordinary remedies excited contraction of the uterus ; this pre¬ 
supposed nerve-force enough to respond to excitation ; but, wheD this was ex¬ 
hausted, remedies failed. It became then necessary to seek a new power. This 
was found in styptics, like perchloride of iron, which coagulated the blood in 
the mouths of the open vessels, and corrugated the inner surface of the uterus. 
Ergot, compression of the uterus, and cold, should not be trusted if they failed 
to act quickly. If persevered in beyond this point, they did harm. Ergot and 
cold added to the depression; kneading might bruise^ the uterus ; all were apt 
to occasion puerperal fever. The perchloride had, in several cases, been fol¬ 
lowed by death when used for injecting nsevi; but this was essentially different 
from injecting the uterus. In his practice, he had observed three orders of 
cases : in the first, all recovered well, the hemorrhage being immediately 
stopped. In the second series, recovery occurred, phlegmasia dolens super¬ 
vening ; but this was not usual after severe hemorrhage. In the third, death 
followed; but the patients were moribund when the remedy was applied. Here 
the remedy was transfusion. The practical lesson was not to persist too long 
in the use of cold, kneading, and other remedies, but to resort to the perchlo¬ 
ride -before collapse had set in. Dr. Barnes showed a convenient case, con¬ 
structed by Krohne and Sesemann, containing a set of his dilators, a Higgin- 
son’s syringe with uterine tube, and a bottle for perchloride of iron. 

Dr. Rogers had used the perchloride of iron in five or six cases during the 
last fifteen years—always with success. He thought Dr. Barnes had omitted 
to mention galvanism. 

Dr. Cleveland referred to the difficulty of determining when the application 
of the ordinary means should cease, and of leaving the patient in order to 
prepare an injection. An India-rubber bottle attached to a small catheter was 
more easily used than Higginson’s syringe. He had seen vomiting do good on 
one or two occasions. He asked whether the use of stimulants was not open 
to objection. 

Dr. Wynn Williams had for a long time used the perchloride of iron, apply¬ 
ing it by means of a sponge to the interior of the uterus ; the sponge was left 
in the uterus with a string attached. 

Dr. Braxton Hicks said that there was much difference in the state of the 
interior of the uterus after the removal of the placenta. Sometimes the large 
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apertures of the sinuses described by authors were absent. In other cases the 
sinuses, in their oblique passage through the uterine walls, abutted on the line 
of separation of the placental decidua; and when the placenta was removed, 
severe hemorrhage would result. In the former case, the perchloride would 
readily act; in the latter, probably even it would fail to arrest hemorrhage. 

Dr. Hai.l Davis had for several years employed iron solutions with success. 
He found the peruitrate, the persulphate, and the perchloride, about equally 
successful. 

63. Case of Puerperal Eclampsia; Transfusion of Blood; Recovery.— 

Dr. W. Lange, believing that the true puerperal eclampsia is the result of 
the morbus Brightii, adopts transfusion of blood as its only rational remedy. 
He relates a case in which it was successfully employed. The patient had, pre¬ 
viously to her confinement, twenty-five convulsive attacks; and, subsequently, 
notwithstanding local bloodletting, the application of ice, inhalation of chlo¬ 
roform, and morphia by injection, she experienced seven attacks of equal se¬ 
verity. There were now seven ounces of defibrinated blood injected into one arm, 
while from the other fourteen ounces were drawn. Immediately the patient’s 
respiration became freer, the cyanosis of the face disappeared, and only a 
single convulsive paroxysm occurred, less violent and of much shorter duration. 
— Centralblatt.f. d. Med. Wissenscliaften, Jan. 1869, No. 7. D. F. C. 

64. Closure nearly Complete of the Orifice of the Vagina. —A primipara was 
delivered of a dead child by turning and subsequent extraction, Soon alter 
delivery she experienced a frequent desire to urinate, which could not be re¬ 
sisted. The entrance into her vagina she observed became also more and more 
constricted, until, at length, coitus became impossible. By perseverance, how¬ 
ever, the husband at length effected an entrance, in so doing causing his wife to 
suffer great paiu. Upon examination. Dr. Uterhart [Berl. Clm. Wochensclir., 
1869, No. 24) found the two edges of the orifice of the vagina united together 
by granulation throughout nearly their entire extent; the union ending above 
in a free edge, and, as it were, extending directly into the nymph®. Above, at 
the point of union, aud partly covered by it, was found a wide, funnel-shaped 
depression, which was the commencement of the urethra, through which the 
finger could be readily passed into the bladder. Below the inferior edge of the 
enlarged urethral orifice the finger passed into what seemed a blind sac, but on 
trial it was found that a catheter could be passed through a small opening into a 
canal several inches long, and then could be moved freely sideways. From this 
opening to the full extent of the vaginal orifice, Dr. U. split open the united parts, 
and took measures to prevent their reunion, until the mucous membrane of the 
vagina became continuous with the skin of the external parts. Alter two opera¬ 
tions, a permanent introitus vaginae was effected, in each diameter of which two 
fingers placed alongside one of the other could be introduced into the non-con- 
tracted vagina, the functions of which were unimpaired. The opening into the 
urethra contracted finally into a narrow slit, the inclination to urinate gradually 
disappeared, and the normal power to retain the contents of the bladder was 
regained.— Centralblatt.f. d. Medicin. Wissenscliaften, Aug. 1869, NoL38^ 

65. On the Treatment of Laceration of the Perineum.-— Dr. John Brinton, 
Surgeon to the Royal Maternity Charity, London, contributes a paper to the 
Glasgow Medical Journal for November, 1869, in which he advocates the sew¬ 
ing up of the rent immediately after delivery. He narrates three cases so 
treated, aud remarks : 1st. That the result of the recent operations is very sat¬ 
isfactory. 2d. That the operation is very easy. 3d. That it is comparatively 
free from danger, and is nearly painless, requiring no chloroform, because the 
parts which have been torn are in an anrestbetio state, being benumbed by the 
pressure they have recently undergone. 

66. Oxalate of Cerium in the Sickness of Pregnancy.- —There has recently 
been adduced some strong evidence of the efficacy of the oxalate of cerium, 



